Monday, 20th August 2018

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Middle Years Update No. 4

Site Development
We are continuing to make great progress in the construction of the Middle Years Campus and the overall building
programme is on track. The builders have finished the steel framework and the roof is complete, this will reduce the
risk of holdups due to inclement weather. Flooring has been laid and windows are currently being installed along with
wall cladding. All of this work should see the building at lockup stage in the next few weeks. In addition to the building,
we are working with our team to complete the landscaping, carpark, access roads, basketball court and play areas.

Furnishings
We asked a number of different school furniture suppliers to provide us with ideas about furnishings and layouts to
create learning environments to maximise independent and collaborative learning, key to our approach in the Middle
Years. I also met with students to get their ideas about how they learn best. These inputs will all be taken into
consideration as we finalise our purchases in readiness for next year.
The Middle Years Subjects
In the last Middle Years Bulletin, I outlined the PYP and MYP Curriculum models and drew attention to the similarities
between both. In this bulletin I want to share specific information about the 8 MYP subjects addressed in the MYP. This
information was shared with Year 5 students recently as part of their transition programme. All of this information can
be found on the IB website www.ibo.org

The Middle Years curriculum model
Arts
In MYP arts, students function as artists as well as learners of the arts. Artists have to be curious. By developing curiosity
about themselves, others and the world, students become effective learners, inquirers and creative problem-solvers.
Students create, perform and present arts in ways that engage and convey feelings, experiences and ideas. Through
this practice, students acquire new skills and master those developed in prior learning.
Arts in the MYP stimulate young imaginations, challenge perceptions, and develop creative and analytical skills. The
course encourages students to understand the context and cultural histories of artworks, supporting the development
of an inquiring and empathetic world view. Arts challenge and enrich personal identity and build awareness of the
aesthetic in a real-world context.
MYP arts has four objectives of equal importance and value: knowing and understanding; developing skills; thinking
creatively; responding. Although the objectives can be addressed separately to scaffold learning, collectively they
enrich teaching and learning of the arts.
The aims of MYP arts are to encourage and enable students to:
• create and present art
• develop skills specific to the discipline
• engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-) discovery
• make purposeful connections between investigation and practice
• understand the relationship between art and its contexts
• respond to and reflect on art
• deepen their understanding of the world.
Arts at Rivercrest incorporates both Visual Arts and Performing Arts.
Design
Design, and the resultant development of new technologies, has given rise to profound changes in society, transforming
how we access and process information, adapt our environment, communicate with others, solve problems, work and
live. MYP design challenges students to apply practical and creative-thinking skills to solve design problems; encourages
students to explore the role of design in historical and contemporary contexts; and raises students’ awareness of their
responsibilities when making design decisions and taking action.

Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of design. MYP design requires the use of the design cycle as a tool, which
provides: the methodology to structure the inquiry and analyse problems; the development of feasible solutions; the
creation of solutions; and the testing and evaluation of the solution. In MYP design, a solution can be a model,
prototype, product or system independently created and developed by students.
MYP design enables students to develop not only practical skills but also strategies for creative and critical thinking.
The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable students to:
• enjoy the design process, and develop an appreciation of its elegance and power
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design and create solutions to problems
using the design cycle
• use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate information, model and create
solutions, and to solve problems
• develop an appreciation of the impact of design innovations for life, global society and environments
• appreciate past, present and emerging design within cultural, political, social, historical and environmental contexts
• develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to problems
• act with integrity and honesty and take responsibility for their own actions developing effective working practices.
Individuals and Societies
The MYP individuals and societies subject group incorporates disciplines traditionally studied under humanities and
social sciences. This subject group encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and equips
them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical, geographical, political, social, economic, and cultural factors
that affect individuals, societies and environments.
The study of individuals and societies helps students to appreciate critically the diversity of human culture, attitudes
and beliefs. Courses in this subject group are important for helping students to recognise that both content and
methodology can be debatable and controversial, and for practising the tolerance of uncertainty.
The IB’s approach to this subject area includes a strong focus on inquiry and investigation. Students collect, describe
and analyse data; test hypotheses; and learn how to interpret increasingly complex information, including original
source material. This focus on real-world examples, research and analysis is an essential aspect of the subject group.
The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to:
• appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity
• understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the environment
• understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve
• identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural environment
• act as responsible citizens of local and global communities
• develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the relationships between individuals, societies
and the environments in which they live.
Areas that will be addressed as part of our integrated approach to Individuals and Societies at Rivercrest include history,
economics, geography, sociology and business management.
Language and literature
Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating, as well as providing an intellectual framework to
support conceptual development. It plays a central role in developing critical thinking, cultivating internationalmindedness, exploring and sustaining personal development and cultural identity, and responsibly participating in
local, national and global communities.

MYP language and literature courses equip students with linguistic, analytical and communicative skills that help to
develop interdisciplinary understanding. Students develop skills in six domains—listening, speaking, reading, writing,
viewing and presenting—both independently and with others.
MYP language and literature courses include a balanced study of genres and literary texts, including a world literature
component. Students’ interactions with texts generate moral, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental
insights. Through their studies, students learn how to form opinions, make decisions, and engage in ethical reasoning.
The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to:
• use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social interaction
• develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts
• develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary texts
• engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures
• explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts
• explore language through a variety of media and modes
• develop a lifelong interest in reading
• apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.
Language acquisition
The ability to communicate in more than one language is essential to the concept of an international education that
promotes intercultural understanding and is central to the IB’s mission. The study of additional languages in the MYP
provides students with the opportunity to develop insights into the features, processes and craft of language and the
concept of culture, and to realise that there are diverse ways of living, behaving and viewing the world.
Acquiring an additional language and exploring and reflecting on the cultural perspectives of our own and other
communities:
• is central to developing critical thinking and international-mindedness
• provides an intellectual framework to support personal development, cultural identity and conceptual understanding
• greatly contributes to the holistic development of students and to the strengthening of lifelong learning skills
• equips students with the necessary multiliteracy skills and attitudes to communicate successfully in various global
contexts.
The aims of MYP language acquisition are to encourage and enable students to:
• gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their mother tongue and cultural heritage
• develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages
• develop the communication skills necessary for further language learning, and for study, work and leisure in a range
of contexts
• develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a range of learning tools
• develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts and to develop critical and creative techniques
for comprehension and construction of meaning
• recognise and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, self-expression and learning in other subjects
• understand the nature of language and the process of language learning
• gain insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language is spoken
• gain an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own and other cultures
• develop curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language learning.
In MYP 1 (Year 6) students at Rivercrest will do one semester of Mandarin and one semester of French. From MYP 2
(Year 7) students select one of these languages which they will study to the end of MYP 5 (Year 10). Language acquisition
is compulsory in IB schools.

Mathematics
The framework for MYP mathematics outlines four branches of mathematical study.
1. Number
2. Algebra
3. Geometry and trigonometry
4. Statistics and probability
The study of mathematics is a fundamental part of a balanced education. It promotes a powerful universal language,
analytical reasoning and problem-solving skills that contribute to the development of logical, abstract and critical
thinking. The MYP mathematics and extended mathematics courses promote both inquiry and application, helping
students to develop problem-solving techniques that transcend the discipline and are useful in the world outside
school.
Mathematics in the MYP is tailored to the needs of students, seeking to intrigue and motivate them to want to learn
its principles. Students should see authentic examples of how mathematics is useful and relevant to their lives and be
encouraged to apply it to new situations.
The aims of MYP mathematics courses are to encourage and enable students to:
• enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power
• develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics
• communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts
• develop logical, critical and creative thinking
• develop confidence, perseverance and independence in mathematical thinking and problem-solving
• develop powers of generalisation and abstraction
• apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of knowledge and future developments
• appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each other; the moral, social and
ethical implications arising from the work of mathematicians and the applications of mathematics; the international
dimension in mathematics; and the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge
• develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in mathematics
• develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.
(NB. Extended mathematics can be offered from MYP 4 (Year 9).
Physical health and education
MYP physical and health education aims to empower students to understand and appreciate the value of being
physically active while developing the motivation for making healthy and informed life choices. To this end, physical
and health education courses foster the development of knowledge, skills and attitudes contributing to a balanced and
healthy lifestyle.
Students engaged in physical and health education will explore a variety of concepts that help foster an awareness of
physical development and health perspectives, as well as positive social interaction. Physical activity and health are of
central importance to human identity and global communities, creating meaningful connections among people,
nations, cultures and the natural world.
The aims of MYP physical and health education are to encourage and enable students to:
• use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts
• participate effectively in a variety of contexts
• understand the value of physical activity
• achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle
• collaborate and communicate effectively
• build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility
• reflect on their learning experiences.

Sciences
With inquiry at the core, the MYP sciences framework aims to guide students to independently and collaboratively
investigate issues through research, observation and experimentation. The MYP sciences curriculum explores the
connections between science and everyday life. As they investigate real examples of science applications, students
discover the tensions and dependencies between science and morality, ethics, culture, economics, politics, and the
environment.
Scientific inquiry fosters critical and creative thinking about research and design, as well as the identification of
assumptions and alternative explanations. Students learn to appreciate and respect the ideas of others, gain good
ethical-reasoning skills and further develop their sense of responsibility as members of local and global communities.
The MYP sciences group aims to encourage and enable students to:
• understand and appreciate science and its implications
• consider science as a human endeavour with benefits and limitations
• cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems, construct explanations and
judge arguments
• develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach conclusions
• build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate
• apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts
• develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living environments
• reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices.
Our integrated science approach will include biology, chemistry, physics and environmental science.
Parent Workshops
Parents of students who will be in MYP 1 in 2019 will be invited, in the first week of Term 4, to a small group session,
where I will outline more information about the daily operations of the Middle Years. This session will include
information on uniform, staffing and timetables. Mrs Kim Terrell will send you an invitation shortly. These sessions
were to be held in the last week of Term 3, but due to the busyness of the Exhibition, it was decided to move these
sessions to Term 4.
In the next bulletin I will explore two other important components of the MYP – interdisciplinary learning and the
personal project.
Kind regards,

Dr Michelle Cafini
Head of College

